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Thank you for supporting us again in 2016.  It was a year of steady growth, great 
successes, and new challenges.  Some highlights for the year included 353 pet 
adoptions, 236 pets spayed/neutered, 858 vaccinations given, over 3000 volunteer 
hours, and 56 community presentations.  As you can see, we had a busy year! 

One of our proudest accomplishments in 2016 was the implementation of a new 
summer program - Happy Tails Summer Day Camp.  This one-week camp for children 
taught empathy for companion animals and highlighted animal welfare and pet adoption 
issues.  The camp was almost completely volunteer-run, and included the participation 
of various community partners.  A total of 12 kids attended the program, and we plan to 
expand the program in years to come. 

2017 marks the 40th Anniversary of our organization.  Throughout the year we are 
celebrating this amazing milestone and the impact we’ve had.  We are also looking 
forward to providing even more and better services to Bemidji and its surrounding 
communities.  We are proud to have stabilized the health of the organization with your 
support over the last several years.  The time is coming to tackle broader issues and 
make our area a truly safe refuge for companion animals.  

Thank you again for believing in us and supporting our work.  Please know that we work 
hard every day to be responsible guardians of companion animals, and stewards of this 
organization.  I look forward to saving more animals than ever before in 2017 and 
beyond! 

Sincerely,  

 

Brandon Mustful 
Executive Director 
 

 

 

 

 

Letter From the Director 

Happy Tail - Amari 

Our sweet boy Amari. My little family just loves him. He 
loves to snuggle my children and is such a sweet 
companion to our senior dog, Sophie. 

His favorite treat my kids love to sneak him are turkey 
slices.  

He is just a wonderful addition to our family   
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Letter from the Board President      

Each year, Great River Rescue becomes better, 2016 was a prime 
example of that positive growth!  The love from our community was 
truly felt. Donation goals were met, many new volunteers have 
become involved, and our network has grown! I am so proud of all the 
wonderful strides GRR has made in 2016.  

Now onto 2017 ~ This year we are celebrating our 40th anniversary! It 
is a testament of our organization to have prevailed for 40 years. 

Looking back over the years, there were a lot of hard times, but we fought through those 
hard times and now we are thrilled to say – Great River Rescue is thriving. The impact 
our dynamic organization has made on our community is awesome. Thousands of 
animals have been saved. Our promise to you is that we will continue to serve in the 
best interest of the animals we strive to protect. We will become even better.  

I’d like to thank our many volunteers, committee members, board members, our 
Executive Director and our staff for believing in our vision and working together for the 
greater good. I’d also like to thank all the generous businesses and individuals who 
donated to our cause, attended our fundraisers, and simply spread the good word about 
GRR. Without you, our organization wouldn’t exist.   

I’m very excited to see what 2017 holds for GRR. I’m certain, that with everyone’s help 
we will rescue more animals than ever before and make an even greater positive impact 
on this wonderful community.  

Sincerely,  

 
Laura Nord 
Board Chair 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Letter From the Chair 

Laura Nord 
Board Chair 

Dennis 
Grace 

Vice-Chair 

Geri 
Hickerson 
Treasurer 

Sue Feeney 
Secretary 

Andrew 
Giusti 

Member 

Jackie Ryder 
Member 

Kayley 
Schoonmaker 

Member 

Angie 
Fournier, 

Ph.D. 
Member 

Jennifer 
Janiksela 
Member  

Terri Ball 
Member 
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2016 was a busy year full of hard-work and some amazing accomplishments.  In 
addition to continuing to find great homes for companion animals, Great River Rescue 
worked to increase community awareness, educate youth, provide lost/found pet 
services, and improve local ordinances.  Below is a list of just some of the things we 
were proud to accomplish in 2016. 

 
 

 12 kids from grades 3 – 5 participated in our week-long 
summer program.  Activities included interactive 
educational curriculum, arts & crafts, active game time, 
community presentations, and pet social time.  

 

 In July, we held a microchip clinic and offered low-cost 
microchip insertion for pets.  Over 40 pets received microchips and a total of 103 pets were 

microchipped over the 
course of the year. 
 

 Revenue from fundraising events increased by 43% over totals 
from 2015. 

 

 Great River Rescue was instrumental in the establishment of a 
community committee to review and revise the city of Bemidji 
animal ordinances. 

 New YouTube videos and radio ads were created to promote the 
work of our organization and reach out to a broader audience. 

 

 We began surveying our adopters on the adoption process and 
received an average score of 4.8 out of 5 in satisfaction. 

 

 We submitted five successful grant applications including funding from the George W. Neilson 
Foundation for buildings and grounds improvements. 

Accomplishments 

Happy Tails Summer Day Camp 

Microchip Clinic 

Improved fundraising revenues 

Establishment of an Ordinance Committee 

New Promotional Video and Radio Ad 

High Adopter Satisfaction Rate 

Successful Grants – Building and Grounds 
 

 

Happy Tail – Creepers 

Update on Creepers, A.K.A Tevyè. He's doing great! Since we brought 
him home he's become a playful, cuddle-loving goofball, and we 
absolutely adore him! Anyone that comes to our apartment gets 
bombarded by him, and we've been told multiple times we have the 
best cat in the world.  He's gotten much better at getting around too, 
now he races across the room and creates havoc wherever he 
pleases. Still a little wobbly, but he seems to have gotten over it.  
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 Dog house materials were purchased through a donation from a supporter and 10 dog houses 
were constructed by volunteers 

 
 

 Our volunteer Board of Directors which governs the organization maintained a membership of 10 
throughout the year 

 

 Our shelter staff now consists of three members that have been 
with us for over 4 years! 

 
 

 Our Mod Squad program continues to thrive and included a 
special training for our volunteers from a professional animal 
behaviorist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 Member Board of Directors 

Staffing Consistency 

Continuation of the Mod Squad Program 

Dog Houses Built by Volunteers 

 

Happy Tail - Asher 

I adopted Asher (on the left and formerly known 
as Stylish) at the beginning of the year from 
Great River Rescue. Here he is with his lil' sis, 
Cosette, adopted from a shelter in Woodbury. 
He's doing well and lovin' life! 
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The following data tables and charts illustrate various activities at Great River Rescue 
during 2016 and previous years.  Total intake increased considerably over 2015, but 
total adoptions dropped slightly.  And, although the length of stay for shelter pets 
didn’t drop substantially, a solid average of 46 days was maintained.   

 

 Total Intakes, Adoptions, Length of Stay by Year 
  2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 
Total Intakes 266 269 345 362 420 
Total Adoptions 261 268 342 364 353 
Length of Stay 101 83 72 47 46 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This table breaks down the reasons why animals 
were taken-in during the year.  Nearly half of the 
animals (152) were taken-in because the person in 
possession of the animal simply couldn’t provide 
adequate care.  Another large percentage of 
animals were taken-in via the city and township 
pounds.  Other reasons included transfers from 
other shelters, strays found in areas without animal 
control, and unsuitable accommodations for the 
pet.   

 

 

 

 

Intake Reasons 2016 
Unable to Cope 152 
Local Pounds 108 
Transfer from Other Shelter 45 
Stray  39 
Unsuitable Accommodation 10 
Born in Shelter 8 
Moving 6 
Owner Died 6 
Abandoned 4 
Owner unable to afford 4 
Allergies 3 
Owner Health Problems 3 
Landlord Issue 2 
Abuse 1 
Domestic Violence 1 
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The next two charts give a detailed look at the total number of animal intakes and 
animal outcomes by species 

 

The following stats table shows some other information from year including the total 
number of animals spayed/neutered, total requests for animal surrender, the total 
vaccines given, total medical treatments given, and microchips inserted both to shelter 
pets and owned pets.   

Other Stats 2016  

  Dogs Cats Total 

Spay/Neuter  132 221 236 

Requests for 
Surrender 

205 476 681 

Vaccines 
Given 

321 537 858 

Medications 
Given 

881 2289 3170 

Microchips 
Inserted 

80 23 103 

Animal Outcomes 2016  

  Dogs Cats Total 

Adoption 132 221 353 

Reclaim 8 1 9 

Died 0 21 21 

Euthanized 2 3 5 

Total 142 246 388 

Animal Intake 2016  

  Dogs Cats Total 

Area 
Pounds 

27 88 115 

Owner 
Surrender 

73 104 177 

Stray 11 36 47 

Other 44 37 81 

Total 155 265 420 

Happy Tail – Butter 

Butter has been home with us for almost 7 weeks 
now. He is doing great! Today is a big day for Butter 
because we have taken his leash off. He is running 
free outside! Right now, he is choosing to hang out in 
the freshly tilled dirt while we are working in the yard. 
We absolutely love having Butter with us! 

 

 



Page 7 
 

Great River Rescue  2016 Annual Report 

 

 

Great River Rescue depends heavily on volunteers to socialize shelter pets, clean 
kennels and other shelter areas, plan and organize events, conduct community 
outreach, take photos and videos of shelter pets, conduct building and grounds 
maintenance, and more.  Over 3,000 total hours were logged during 2016, with 
potentially many more hours volunteered but not logged.  Great River Rescue is 
grateful to all our dedicated volunteers.  You made a huge difference for us in 2016! 

New Active Volunteers 75 
Average Volunteer Hours Per Month 250 
Average Total Volunteers Per Month 32 

Great River Rescue’s Mod Squad Program, a volunteer-driven dog behavior and 
modification program, continued in 2016 with great success.  The Mod Squad makes a 
big difference in the lives of shelter dogs.  Great River Rescue is thankful to our Mod 
Squad volunteers for their commitment to the well-being of shelter dogs.   

New Enrollments 10 
Program Adoptions 12 
Average Length of Stay 19 Days 
Volunteer Hours 600 
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Great River Rescue is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit animal shelter operating in Bemidji, 
Minnesota.  We take-in, care for, and find homes for hundreds of lost, stray, abandoned, 
and surrendered dogs and cats each year.  We are considered a “no-kill” facility since 
we only euthanize when it is in the best interest of the animal.  Our goal is to prevent pet 
overpopulation and animal abuse and neglect.  We strive to create a society in which 
companion animals are more valued and needless euthanasia does not exist.   

 

 
 Taking-in animals from local pounds, pet owners, and 

those who find strays in their communities 
 Providing quality care for each pet including vaccinations, 

deworming, flea/tick treatment, blood tests, spay/neuter, 
daily enrichment, behavior modification, and more.   

 Adoption of animals to responsible pet owners 
 Microchipping of pets upon request 
 Volunteer opportunities 
 Educational outreach  
 Being a resource for the community regarding animal 

care and welfare issues 

 

In 2017 we are committed to moving forward and progressing as an organization even 
further than ever before.  Some of our goals include the following: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Services Provided 

Initiatives 

• More community outreach 
 We want the community to know who we 

are, what we do, and what we need. 
 We want to do more to educate the 

community about responsible pet care.   
• Increase number of donors 

 We need more donors to be able to 
sustain the work we are doing. 

• Develop strategic partnerships 
 We need stronger partnerships with the 

city, county, local vets, and others to be 
more effective for the animals. 

• Advocate for animals 
 We want to do more to protect the 

welfare of companion animals in our 
community. 

• Consider more options for facilities and 
grounds improvements 
 Our facility needs repair, modifications, 

and improvements.   

 



Page 9 
 

Great River Rescue  2016 Annual Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*category does not include fundraising sponsorship donations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Revenue Sources 2016 
Special Events 13.5% 

 Special Projects 12.2% 
 Earned Revenue 18.4% 
 Business Donations* 2.8% 
 Individual Donations 34.3% 
 Grants 13.0% 
 

14% 
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Revenue Sources 2016 

Special Events

Special Projects

Earned Revenue

Business Donations

Individual Donations

Grants

Happy Tail – Miggums 

This is our puppy Mrs. Miggums - we adopted her from 
GRR in Nov. 2015. She is now 7 months old and happy 
and healthy! (Her shelter name was Mrs. Gerbinsky) 
Thank you for such a great dog! 

Financials 
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*Unaudited  

 

 

 

2016 Income & Expense Review* 

    
Income    

Contributed Support $111,042   
Grants 29,303   

Special Events 30,443   
Adoption Fees 35,669   

Other Earned Revenues 5,687   
In-kind Contributions 12,270   

Other Income 71   

Total Income  227,787  
Cost of Goods Sold -2,624   

Gross Profit  225,163  

    
Expenses    

Program Services $137,507   
General & 

Administrative 46,633   
Fundraising 10,568   

Other Expense 10,726   
Total Expense  216,160  

    Net Income   $9,002 

Summary Balance Sheet – As of December 31, 2016 
Assets    

Checking/Savings $49,908   
Accounts Receivable 110   
Other Current Assets 146,318   
Total Current Assets  196,336  

Fixed Assets 220,365   
Total Assets   $416,702 

    
Liabilities & Equity    

Accounts Payable 4,054   
Other Current Liabilities 2,892   

Long Term Liabilities 0   
Total Liabilities  6,946  

Equity 409,756   
Total Liabilities & Equity   $416,702 

2016 Financial Sheet 



Page 11 
 

Great River Rescue  2016 Annual Report 

 

Here are some of the people and organizations that made a big difference 
for the shelter in 2016 

◊ Bark Avenue Grooming 
◊ Canine Divine 
◊ 71 Mart 
◊ Dakota Supply Group 
◊ Photography by Trish 
◊ Spinal Health Professionals 
◊ Security Bank 
◊ Target of Bemidji 
◊ Paul Bunyan Broadcasting 
◊ Mix 103.7 
◊ KB101 
◊ Beltrami Recycling 
◊ Susan Dearholt 
◊ S & J Enterprises 
◊ First National Bank 
◊ Marco 
◊ North Country Snowmobile Club 
◊ The Animal Care Clinic 
◊ Isaacson Vet Hospital of Park Rapids 
◊ Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 
◊ Finn ‘n’ Feather Resort 

 

 

 

Great River Rescue is committed to 
transparency and excellence is everything 

we do.  See our Guide Star Report at: 

https://www.guidestar.org/profile/41-
1551248 

Special Thanks! 
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